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First Sunday of Advent

What Do You Fear? Insisting on Hope This Advent
In the Time of Herod, We Long for God to Break In

November 30, 2025
10:30am MT

Order of Worship
Welcome Pastor Dave
Prelude Pastorale: 3rd Muvmt. BWV 590 Paulette McClellan
by J. S. Bach
*Candle Lighting Anne Loveless’ Care Group
Leader: In aworld full of fear, where do you see hope?
All: We see hope when we look to the next generation. We feel hopeful

when we gather together. We know hope, deep in our bones, when we
dream of a better world.

Leader: You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us. Today we light the
candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. May this flicker of light help us
remember that we have reason to hope.

Light candle
All: Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Opening Hymn In the Time of Herod

*Opening Prayer Janice Devereaux
God who is with us, in the time of Moses, you spoke through water in the desert and a pillar
of smoke. In the time of the judges, you spoke through the prophets. In the time of Herod,
you spoke through angel choruses and unlikely miracles. In every time you have been
speaking. So today, in our time, we ask that you would speak again. Break through the
chatter and the distraction of our weary minds and speak to us once more. With hope we
pray through Christ, amen.

First Scripture Reading Luke 1:5-13 Janice
In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to
the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the daughters of Aaron, and her



name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according
to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children because
Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. Once when he was serving as priest
before God during his section’s turn of duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom
of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. Now at the time of the
incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there
appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him,
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear
you a son, and you will name him John.”

One: A word from God for the people of God. Many: Thanks be to God.
Prayer Hymn Prepare the Way of the Lord 121

(Please share your prayer concerns & joys with us at office@montevista.org.)

Sharing of Joys & Concerns Pastor Dave

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Holy One, our Mother and Father, let your name be revered. Let your kin-dom
come, let your will be done on earth as it is in the heavens. Give us today the
bread we need for today. And forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For yours is
the kin-dom, the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen.

Special Music Waiting for the Promise Vista Voices
by Lloyd Larson
Second Scripture Reading Lamentations 3:55-57 Pastor Dave

I called on your name, O Lord,
from the depths of the pit;
you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear
to my cry for help, but give me relief!”
You came near when I called on you;
you said, “Do not fear!”

One: A word from God for the people of God. Many: Thanks be to God.
Sermon Longing Pastor Dave
Special Music Traditions of Christmas Vista Bells

by Chip Davis

Sharing in Communion and Stewardship
Invitation to the Table Wayne Hammar

(Your tithes & offerings can be given via online donations on our website,
on the Givelify app, or by mailing your check to the church office. Thank you.)



*Communion Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 119

Words of Institution Pastor Dave
Prayers for the Bread and Cup Wayne
Receiving Communion
Prayer of Thanksgiving Pastor Dave
Quilt Blessing
Invitation to the Community of MVCC Pastor Dave
*Closing Hymn Come, O Long-expected Jesus 125
*Announcements Pastor Dave
*Benediction Pastor Dave
Postlude Fantasy on ‘Veni Emmanuel’ Paulette
by Robert Lau
Janice Devereaux, Worship Leader Paulette McClellan, Organist/Pianist

Wally Miller, Sound Rev. Dave McVey, Interim Minister, Preaching & Presiding
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" The First Sunday of Advent i

What do you fear?

IN THE TIME OF HEROD, WE LONG FOR GOD TO BREAK IN

In the Time of Herod

CRANHAM 11111111
Words by Anna Strickland, 2025 Music by Gustav Holst, 1906
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Isaiah 40:3; 52:10

Prepare the Way of the Lord 121
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and all peo-ple will see the sal - va- tion of our God. Pre -
WORDS: Isaiah 40:3; 52:10 PREPARE THE WAY
MUSIC:  Jacques Berthier and the Community of Taizé, 1984 IT.
J-=72-80

Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé; used by permission of GIA Publications, Inc.



JESUS CHRIST

119 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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1. O come, O come,Em - man - u - el, and ran-som cap- tive
2. O come, thou Day- spring, come and cheer our spir-its by thine
3. O come, thou Wis-dom  from on high, and or- der all things,
4. O come, De-sire of na - tions, bind all peo-ples in one
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Is - ra - el, that mournsin lone-1ly ex - ile here,
ad - vent here; dis - perse the gloom-y clouds of night,
far and nigh; to us the path of knowl - edge show,
heart and mind; bid en- vy, strife and quar - rels cease;
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and death’s deep shad - ows put to flight. o S
and cause us in  her ways to  go. Re - joice, re- joice:
fill the whole world with heav - en’s peace.
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WORDS: Latin hymn (12th century); st. 1-2 tr. John Mason Neale, 1851; VENI EMMANUEL
st. 3-4 tr. Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916 LM

MUSIC: French melody (15th century); arr. and harm. Thomas Helmore, 1854



ADVENT

Come, O Long-expected Jesus 125
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1. Come, O long-ex-pect-ed Je- sus, born to set your peo- ple free.
2. Born your peo-ple to de-liv- er, born a child, and yet a king,
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Christ, in whom our rest shall be.
born to reign in us for-ev - er, born your grac-ious realm to bring.
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You, our strength and con - so - la - tion, come sal-va - tion to im - part;

By your own e - ter - nal Spir - it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de -sire of man-y a na - tion, joy of man-y a long-ing heart.
by vyourall - suf- fi - cient mer - it raise us to your glo-rious throne.
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WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1744 HYFRYDOL
MUSIC: Rowland H. Prichard, 1830; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 87.87D



