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Order of Worship
Welcome
Prelude

Rev. Dr. Dawn Rosignol
Hymn of Promise
arr. by John Ferguson

Call to Worship
One:
The Spirit of God calls to us,
Many: with sighs too deep for words.
One:
The Spirit of God calls to us,
Many: claiming us,
One:
summoning us to become more than we now are;
Many: calling us by name: God’s children.
Opening Hymn

Gather Us In

Lana Zoltowski
Linda Currin
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Opening Prayer
Linda
God of love, You are the creator of great things in this world and in us. We gather here today
knowing that you bring us in as one to share in that creation. We ask you to speak truth to
our hearts that we may hear, and love to our brains that we might know you better. Guide
our thoughts, words, and actions today and everyday as we seek to learn more about you,
from you, and for your will. May our time today be blessed with compassion and honesty so
that we can go into the world sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. Amen.
First Scripture Reading
Acts 8:14-17
Linda
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they
sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might
receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them,
and they received the Holy Spirit.
One: A word from God for the people of God.
Many: Thanks be to God.
Prayer Hymn
In the Bulb There Is a Flower
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(Please share your prayer concerns & joys with Rev. Dawn at revdawn@montevista.org.)
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

Rev. Dawn

Blessed One, our Father and our Mother. Holy is your name. May your love be
embodied in the world. May your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Protect us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For all that
we do in your love, and all that your love brings to birth, and the fullness of
love that will be, are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Covenant of Installation of Rev. Meredyth Jones, Associate Minister
Rev. Dawn:
(Words of introduction.)
Gerri Warner:
Congregation:
Anthony Sanchez:
Congregation:
Anne Loveless:
Congregation:
Lisa O’Riley:
Congregation:

There are different gifts,
But it is the same spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God.
But it is the same God who is served.
Each one is given gifts by the one Spirit,
To use for the common good.
Together we are church, the body of Christ,
And individually members with one another.

Rev. Dawn:

Within our common ministry some members are chosen and set apart for
particular work as ministers of Word and Sacrament. These are called to
a representative ministry and charged to:
Congregation: Lead in transmitting the Christian faith and tradition from one
generation to another;
Gerri:

Interpret the scriptures and proclaim the gospel of Christ;

Anthony:

Administer the sacraments, serving to maintain a community of Christ
followers in accordance with the life and teachings of Christ;

Anne:

Serve God’s people with pastoral care and leadership;

Lisa:

Share in the strengthening of the church in her life and mission;

Congregation: And act as pioneers and leaders in the church’s reconciling
work in the world.
Recognition of the Called Minister
Rev. Dawn:

We now come to this moment in which Rev. Meredyth Jones, having
been called to serve as Associate Minister of Monte Vista Christian
Church, is to be officially received into this office in accordance with the
terms set forth in the call extended by the congregation. Rev. Meredyth,
please join me on the chancel.

Rev. Dawn:

Rev. Meredyth, as you have been called to serve as Associate Minister,
providing spiritual and pastoral leadership for this congregation, do you
reaffirm your profession of faith in Jesus the Christ?

Rev. Meredyth:

I reaffirm my baptism and confession of faith that Jesus is the Christ and
give myself in full commitment to be Christ’s disciple.

Rev. Dawn:

Rev. Meredyth, do you promise to faithfully fulfill your call to ministry
among this people in this time and place?

Rev. Meredyth:

I do, with God’s help.

Rev. Dawn:

Do you promise to faithfully administer the sacraments of the church, as
called upon?

Rev. Meredyth:

I do sincerely promise.

Rev. Dawn:

Do you promise to faithfully minister to those who are sick and troubled,
as called upon?

Rev. Meredyth:

I do, with God’s help.

Rev. Dawn:

Do you promise to faithfully share in the leadership to strengthen the
church’s life?

Rev. Meredyth:

I do sincerely promise.

Rev. Dawn:

Do you promise to faithfully represent in a manner worthy of the call of
God the conveyance of what it means to live in faithful response to God’s
abiding grace?

Rev. Meredyth:

I do, with God’s help.
Covenant Among the Staff

Rev. Dawn:

It is now appropriate for our staff to covenant with each other. All staff
members, please stand. Rev. Meredyth, do you commit to working
faithfully, cooperatively, and respectfully with all staff members of Monte
Vista Christian Church?

Rev. Meredyth:

I will, with God’s guidance.

Rev. Dawn:

Staff, will you receive Rev. Meredyth and her gifts of ministry to be a vital
part of our shared leadership in service to this congregation, to serve
alongside all of us as Associate Minister?

Staff:

We welcome Rev. Meredyth, celebrate her gifts of ministry,
and vow to fully receive her as part of the staff, faithfully
working together in mutual respect and collaboration.
Covenant with the Congregation

Rev. Dawn:

It is now time for the congregation to covenant with Rev. Meredyth.
Congregation, please stand. Will you who witness this new beginning
welcome Rev. Meredyth to serve alongside us as Associate Minister?

Congregation: We will.
Rev. Dawn:

Will you support and uphold Rev. Meredyth, praying daily for her life and
ministry among us?

Congregation: We will.
Rev. Dawn:

Will you support Rev. Meredyth in her responsibility to tend to her own
self-care, respecting her need for sabbath rest and renewal, for personal

time away from ministry to be fed and nurtured by God’s Spirit in order
to be sustained in her call to serve this congregation?
Congregation: We will.
Rev. Dawn:

Having called Rev. Meredyth to serve as Associate Minister, do you renew
your own baptismal vows; and do you commit yourself to supporting her
with your prayers and shared responsibilities?

Congregation: We reaffirm our baptism and our commitment to Jesus the
Christ and our devotion to being Christ’s church. We covenant
to uphold Rev. Meredyth with our prayers; to share her joys
and sorrows; and to honor her leadership.
Rev. Meredyth:

Standing with you, I promise to faithfully serve as your Associate
Minister; and in the strength and grace of God in Christ I covenant to
serve alongside you in all faithfulness to the glory of God.

Rev. Dawn:

Let us unite in affirming our common faith. Please join together in
reciting the Preamble of the Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), which is found on page 355 of the Chalice Hymnal.
Prayer of Celebration

Gerri:

Let us pray. Gracious God, give us the grace to do the work to which you
have called us in the name of Jesus the Christ. Fill this faith community
with the strength and wisdom of your Spirit, that we may work together
as one people, one body of Christ, in the reconciling ministry of the
gospel of Christ.

Anthony:

Blend together the variety of gifts manifested within this congregation to
strengthen our fellowship and relationships for service to the world.

Anne:

In solidarity with all your people of every time and place, we pray that
your will may be done here on earth through our worship, witness, and
work.

Lisa:

We ask this in the spirit of Jesus the Christ, who gave his all that the
world might live in God’s abundant grace. Amen.
Declaration

Rev. Dawn:

In the name of Jesus the Christ, we celebrate the covenant formed
between Rev. Meredyth and the staff and congregation of Monte Vista
Christian Church; and we commend you, Rev. Meredyth, to the grace of
God in the fulfillment of all your duties as minister of the gospel, serving
as Associate Minister of this congregation. May God count you worthy of
your calling and bring to fulfillment in you every good purpose and every
act inspired by faith. May you look to God for all that you are and all that
you do. And all God’s people said,

All:

Amen.

Children’s Moment
Special Music

Rev. Meredyth Jones
The Blessing
by Brendan Graham & David Downes

Laurel Deming

Sermon Text
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Rev. Meredyth
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Now when all the people were
baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
Sermon
Special Music

“Trouble the Waters”

Rev. Meredyth

Ring a Joyful Song
by Michael Helman

Vista Bells

Sharing in Communion and Stewardship
Invitation to the Table
Gerri Warner
(Your tithes & offerings can be given via online donations on our website,
on the Givelify app, or by mailing your check to the church office. Thank you.)
Communion Hymn
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
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Words of Institution
Rev. Dawn
Prayers for the Elements
Anne Loveless
Receiving Communion Together as One Body in Christ
(Everyone is encouraged to take Communion at the same time as signaled.)
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Closing Hymn

Rev. Dawn
I Am the Light of the World

Benediction
Postlude

469
Rev. Meredyth

Toccata “Praise Him with Timbrel and Dance”
by Douglas E. Wagner

Lana
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